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South Kesteven District Council climate emergency

• South Kesteven District Council was one of 

many local authorities to declare a climate 

emergency in 2019

• This recognises the Council’s ability to act 

on climate change as well as work with 

residents, businesses and other partners

• Set the target to reduce our carbon 

emissions from our own operations by at 

least 30% by 2030, and to net zero as soon 

as viable before 2050

• Recognises the importance of the much 

more far-reaching impact of the Council’s 

community leadership role to reduce South 

Kesteven’s carbon footprint



Climate change impacts locally



Land projected to be below the annual flood level in 2050

Source: Climate Central Coastal risk screening tool



Climate Action Strategy overview

• A new strategy to set out how we can respond to the global issue of 

climate change at a local level

• SKDC operations account for less than 1% of carbon emissions from 

the district of South Kesteven.

• Formally set ambition for the whole district of South Kesteven 

beyond council operations

• Addresses scale of action needed to reduce carbon emissions and 

limit global heating

• Understand the impact of climate change to South Kesteven and set 

out how we need to adapt



The 2030 vision

• By 2030, our vision for South Kesteven is that:

– The district is firmly on track to becoming a low-carbon district, the 

Council has met or exceeded our interim carbon reduction target

– There is a strong low-carbon economy in the district and there are 

more low-carbon employment opportunities

– Adaptation to a changing climate is better embedded, infrastructure 

is more prepared and resilient for extremes of weather

– The district is more self-sufficient for energy and local opportunities 

are maximised

– People are more aware of the value of a clean and healthy 

environment 

– Waste is seen as a resource and circular economy principles are 

put into place

– Opportunities to improve and increase biodiversity and expand 

upon existing habits have been maximised



Climate Action Strategy format

• Phase 1 – Publish Climate Action Strategy

– The Strategy sets the context for work and links to other priorities, 

proposed process for monitoring progress and framework for action

• Phase 2 – Develop Climate Action Plan

– The Climate Action Plan will propose a series of objectives and 

projects to deliver on objectives, based on our framework of 8 policy 

areas



Climate Action Strategy structure

1. Overview and proposed foreword

2. Key district info

3. Context of climate change for SK

4. Strategy outline

5. Framework for action

6. Monitoring progress

7. Our influence



Key district info



Policy areas



Monitoring progress



Climate Action Plan



Next steps

Group Date

Climate Action Group 24th February

Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee

14th March

Cabinet? May 2023


